[Bacterial biofilms in infectious diseases].
Biofilm refers to an organized structure formed by microbes and attached either to an organic or a nonliving surface. The efficacy of conventional antimicrobial drugs against bacteria residing within the biofilm is poor, although planctonic bacteria would be susceptible to them. The biofilm format may also protect bacteria from the immune system. Typical biofilm infections include dental caries and foreign body infections. In the future, treatment of biofilm infections may in addition to antimicrobial therapy utilize drugs that weaken the signaling between bacteria and decrease the ability to form biofilm.